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Components of film originally examined: 

Feature: Prison Torture 

Trailers: Nil 

Excision/Alteration: No. 

Reason(s) for Excision: 

Not Applicable. 

Classification Decision: 

Objectionable. 

Display Conditions: 

Not Applicable. 


Running time: 
Running time: 

Total Running time: 


... Please turn over 


54.44 

54.44 


tmpl08 




Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


• • 

Direction to issue a label has not been given. 


• • 

SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 


The Classification Office classifies Prison Torture as: 

Objectionable. 

The video recording promotes and supports the use of violence and coercion to compel 
a person to submit to sexual conduct, and promotes and supports acts of torture. 
Each of Prison Torture’s four main segments involves some level of sexual activity 
between prison officials and naked female prisoners. The prisoners are physically and 
verbally assaulted, as well as being sexually violated. The video recording uses the 
imagery of coercion, violence and torture in an exciting and titillating manner. In light of 
these factors, the video recording promotes and supports the use of violence and 
coercion to compel a person to submit to sexual conduct and promotes and supports 
acts of torture. 

The provisions of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 (NZBR Act) have been 
considered. The right to freedom of expression contained in si4 of the NZBR Act does 
not apply to this video recording because it falls under the criteria of s3(2) of the Films, 
Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993 (FVPC Act). Under s3(2) of the FVPC 
Act, the promotion and support of the activities described above deems a publication 
objectionable. Section 3(2) of the FVPC Act overrides si4 of the NZBR Act because it 
is a deeming provision which cannot be given a meaning consistent with si4 of the 
NZBR Act. 
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